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and ministers, Ashing to punish Clive for his votes in
Parliament, threw their whole freight into the scale
against him. The contest, in which Olive should never
have engaged, was carried on with the utmost bitter-
ness. After the General Court in March, he was so
certain of victory that he wrote to Vansittart: ct I have
no thought of ever accepting the chair; I have neither
application, knowledge, nor time to undertake so labori-
ous an employ. I shall confine myself to the political
and military operations; and I think I may promise
you shall have a very large military force in India, such
a force as will leave little to apprehend from our enemies
in those parts." At the election in April, however, the
Ministers exerted their influence and he was defeated,
much to his mortification, by a crushing majority,
Mr. Sulivan lost no time in taking his revenge. One
of the first acts of the new Directors was to order
the Bengal Government to discontinue the payment of
Olive's jagiry and to carry the amount to the credit of
the Company. The jogir^ it will be remembered, was
the quit-rent due to Meer Jaffier for the lands granted to
the Company after Plassey. The rent was punctually
paid by the Company till 1759, when Meer Jaffier assigned
it to Olive, who thus became grantee of the rent under
the same authority as th'e Company became grantee of
the lands. If the Directors had then disapproved of
the grant and ordered it to be restored to Meer Jaffier,
they would perhaps have been within their right; but
to confiscate and appropriate it after signifying their
approval by acquiescing in the payments for four years,
was neither right nor legal. Olive was not disposed to
surrender without a struggle; and the Directors having